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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
January 10, 2021 

  
WELCOME to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  

 

(P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 
 
 
 

T PREPARATION T 

 
Theme: “United with Christ” 

 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Today we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus. Such a day is also a good time to remember our 
own Baptism. In Baptism, we are buried with Christ. We are united with Him in a death like 
His. In Baptism, we are also raised to new life as re-creations. As we are united to Christ in 
death, we will also be united with Him in resurrection when He returns and raises the dead. 
 
PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME 
 
SONG “Father Welcomes” 

 
(Chorus) 

Father welcomes all His children,  To His fam’ly through His Son. 
Father giving His salvation,  Life forever has been won. 

 
Little children, come to me, For My kingdom is of these. 
Life and love I have to give, Mercy for your sin. (chorus) 

 
In the water, in the Word, In His promise, be assured. 

Those who are baptized and believe, Shall be born again. (chorus) 
 

Let us daily die to sin,  Let us daily rise with Him 
Walk in the love of Christ our Lord,  Live in the peace of God. (chorus) 
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INVOCATION   

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Genesis 1:1–2; Psalm 29:3–4 
 

P In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

C And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
 

P And God said, “Let there be light.” 

C The voice of the Lord is over the waters. 
 

P The voice of the Lord is powerful. 

C The voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
 

P The voice of the Lord reveals Jesus as His Son. 

C The voice of the Lord reveals we are His children too. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P In Holy Baptism, each of us was baptized into the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. In Baptism, we were united with Christ. Yet, we have 
often lived as if we were entirely independent and self-sufficient. We have lived as if 
our identity were not in Jesus, but in our own selfish desires. Yet, our heavenly 
Father invites us to turn back to Him and ask for His forgiveness. 

 
Silence for reflection. 
 

P Heavenly Father, 

C we confess that we are by nature sinful and have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed. On account of Jesus, forgive us, renew us, and unite 
us to Your name. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you. In Baptism, 
you were united to Christ in both His death and resurrection. You were buried with 
Him, but also raised to walk in newness of life. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. We are dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
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SALUTATION  
 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, You proclaimed Him 
Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized 
in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of 
everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
 

T THE WORD T 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING              Genesis 1:1–5 (ESV) 

(God creates the heavens and the earth.) 

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And 
God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the first day. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE Romans 6:1–11 (ESV) 

(We are baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection.) 

1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no means! 
How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 We were buried therefore with 
Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with 
Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His. 6 We 
know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that the body of sin might be brought 
to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been 
set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
Him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death He died He died to sin, once for all, but the 
life He lives He lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive 
to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
LAMBS LESSON 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:4–11 (ESV) 

(Jesus is baptized by John.) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to 
him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John 
was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and 
wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, “After me comes He who is mightier than I, the strap 
of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I have baptized you with water, 
but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of 
Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.10 And when He came up out of the water, 
immediately He saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on Him like a 
dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are My beloved Son with You I am well 
pleased.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” 
 

Baptized into your name most holy, 
O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

I claim a place, though weak and lowly, 
Among Your seed, your chosen host. 

Buried with Christ and dead to sin, 
I have your Spirit now within. 

 
My loving Father, here you take me 
Henceforth to be your child and heir; 
My faithful Savior, here you make me 

The fruit of all your sorrows share; 
O Holy Ghost, you comfort me 

Though threat’ning clouds around I see. 
 

O faithful God, you never fail me: 
Your cov’nant surely will abide. 
Let not eternal death assail me 

Should I transgress it on my side! 
Have mercy when I come defiled; 
Forgive, lift up, restore your child. 

 
 

SERMON  “MORE THAN JUST A CLEAN UP” Romans 6:1–11 
Pastor Jim Sprengle 

 
THE CREED IN SONG “In God We Believe” 

(tune: Immortal, Invisible) 
 

In God we believe:  the Creator whose pow’r 
In mercy has brought us for worship this hour. 

He graciously grants us our years and our days 
And blesses with kindness our work and our ways. 

 
In Jesus, the Savior, our hope is secured. 

True God and true man once the cross He endured 
To grant our lives wholeness, forgiveness of sin. 

With hearts freed from guilt, we know true peace within. 
 

God’s Spirit at work in our lives we confess; 
With power and truth the church now He does bless. 

As saints, God’s forgiven, one day we shall then 
Be living in glory forever.  Amen. 
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all that God has 
graciously given us, both materially and spiritually.) 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs. 

 Lord, strengthen all those who have been baptized, especially those who have been 
baptized recently, with Your heavenly protection. Lead them to find their true identity 
in You as Your beloved sons and daughters. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord, comfort all those who are suffering in grief.  Console them with the sure and 
certain hope that just as we have been united with Christ in a death like His, we 
shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord, give courage to all those who live in conflict with their family members, 
especially regarding differences of faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord, bless all pastors, church planters, missionaries, and servants in Your Church 
who proclaim Your Word and administer Your Sacraments. Embolden them to seek 
and to save the lost and bring those who have strayed back into Your family. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord, place Your healing hand upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, 
especially...Have mercy upon them, and lead them on the path to health according 
to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord, we rejoice with those who are celebrating, especially...We give You thanks for 
all the blessings of this life and of the life to come.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
 

P Lord, we commend all these things to You in the name of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Lord Jesus, Light of the world, grant us boldness and faith to pray as You have 
taught us: 

C  Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please read the FYI in your bulletin for additional announcements and information.) 
 
 
 
HYMN “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” 

(tune: “Fight The Good Fight”) 
 

To Jordan’s river came our Lord, 
The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored, 
The God from God, the Light from Light, 

The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might. 
 

The Savior came to be baptized— 
The Son of God in flesh disguised— 
To stand beneath the Father’s will 

And all His righteousness fulfill. 
 

As Jesus in the Jordan stood 
And John baptized the Lamb of God, 

The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove, 
Descended on Him from above. 



9  

 
The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 

Anointed Christ in glorious sight 
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 

To save the world and free us all. 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version ®, Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good 
News Publishers. Capitalization of pronouns referring to the Deity has been added and is not part of the original English 
Standard Version text. 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 

Unless otherwise noted, all hymns printed in this service are in the Public Domain. 

“To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” © 1993 James P. Tiefel, Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010537. 

“Father Welcomes”, Mann, Robin © 1989 Robin Mann/Kevin Mayhew Ltd.  Streamed via internet with permission under CCLI 
License No. 759893. 

“Jesus, Once With Sinners Numbered”, text by Rev. Stephen Starke, Copyright © 1999 by CPH.  Tune by William Roberts, 
Copyright © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.  Streamed via internet with permission under OneLicense #A-729093. 

“In God We Believe”, Text by Rev. Gregory J. Wismar.  Copyright © 1991, Concordia Publishing House.  Streamed via 
internet with permission under under OneLicense #A-729093. 
  



10  

ANNOUNCEMENTS—FYI JANUARY 10, 2021 
 

† THANK YOU FOR YOUR KINDNESS 
Dear Members and Friends of Ascension,  

Thank you so much for your generous staff gift this Christmas. We are blessed to 

have you all as ministry partners, supporters, and friends. Thank you for 

encouraging us and standing by us during this most difficult year. 

In Christ, the Staff of Ascension 

† ALTERNATIVES FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP 

• Online Daily Devotions are on our Facebook page: Ascension Lutheran Church 

and School - Portland 

• Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  

• alcportland.org for Bible Studies and Worship Services 

† ATTENDING SATURDAY SERVICE 

Services will be recorded at 2:00pm. The official rule for religious services is 

maximum 25 people, including pastors and assistants, 6-foot distancing and masks 

are required. After the service is recorded, a brief communion service will be held 

for those in attendance. 

Reservations:  Contact office and speak to Michele.  

 Reservations for coming Saturday only (no multiple weeks) 

 If full that week, names go on next week’s list 

The procedure for coming is as follows: 

1. Do not have ANY illnesses or symptoms. 

2. Arrive prior to 2:00pm as the service is taped and disturbances after 

beginning are not good 

3. Wear a mask when entering 

4. Use hand sanitizer on the table and sign in on the sheet there  

5. Social distance of 6 feet at all times 

6. Enter the building through the Narthex Entrance 

7. To enter the sanctuary, use the door at the hallway not the main 

sanctuary doors as they are blocked off due to filming.  

8. No dwelling after church in the narthex. Please take conversations 

outside. 

† ASCENSION HELP LINE – 971-715-1416 
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BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS  

Kayla Driessner  1/15  

BIRTHDAYS  

Briana Laxton   1/12   Noel Ernst   1/14 
Gina Kreps   1/14   Peyton Fogarty  1/15  

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES – None 

PRAYER NEEDS?  
Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or e-mail: office@alcportland.org 

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: 
The Family of Jack Webber, Carolyn Erdmann, Elly Brown, Mike Hatley, The family of 
Alejandra Gamboa, The Family of Randy Arronson, Mary Niska, Larry Hart, Bill Ritchie, 
Colleen Ek Yah, Esperanza Gutierrez, Brian Laxton, Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, 
Marty Blankenburg, Richard Robertson, Lewis Eilers, The Family of Wayne Rippon, Rich 
Zahursky, Audrey Bauch, Alan Bauch, Leonard Murphy, Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, 
Ray Brown, Antonia Martinez (mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), Michele Sprengle 
 Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela), 
*Ordena Laxton, *Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath, All those suffering or infected with 
Covid-19. 
*Home Bound. 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 
Wanda Cassetty); 
Jaden Keup, Army – deployed (great-nephew of Karon Keup); 
Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry 
Porath);  
Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham); 
Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney); 
Clayton Wright Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 
Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen Arronson).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@alcportland.org
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 

Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement: Go and Share Jesus Christ 
Our Vision Statement: Take part…Join Jesus on His mission 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in 
Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune 
God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in 
Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, 
and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live 
with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus 
through God’s Word and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, 
co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can 
be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
 

STAFF 

Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 
pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center 
Director 

director@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

 


